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     In terms of industry partnerships, Archer tapped 
into Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) to help 
accelerate the production of Maker and teamed up 
with REEF to look into creating the urban take-off 
and landing sites for eVTOL aircraft in our cities. 
     It is working with the US Air Force to collaborate 
on flight testing and the end of last year culminated 
in Archer receiving its Special Airworthiness 
Certificate from the FAA. This year promises to be 
full of more exciting milestones for Brett, Adam and 
the rest of the Archer team and we look forward to 
following their progress. 
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    Archer’s mission is to advance the benefits of 
sustainable mobility and it’s fair to say 2021 was a 
year of incredible progress for Adam, Brett and the 
rest of the team. 
     In February, it announced a joint business 
merger with Atlas Crest Investment and began 
publicly trading on the New York Stock Exchange 
in September. United Airlines - one of the world’s 
largest airlines - signalled its intention to invest in 
Archer and placed an order for $1 billion worth 
of eVTOL aircraft, while Brett and Adam also 
committed to launching urban air mobility networks 
in Miami and Los Angeles by 2024.
     The world was finally able to see Archer’s eVTOL 
aircraft, known as Maker, during an unveiling 
ceremony in Los Angeles in June, and the company 
has also been assembling a stellar team of experts.

BRETT ADCOCK &
ADAM GOLDSTEIN
CO-FOUNDERS & CO-CEOS, ARCHER

‘2021 HAS BEEN 
A YEAR OF 
INCREDIBLE 
PROGRESS FOR 
ADAM, BRETT 
AND THE REST 
OF THE TEAM.’
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    Michael is the Managing Partner of NEXA Capital 
Partners, a Washington DC based investment 
banking and corporate finance advisory firm, with a 
focus on aerospace sector clients and programmes. 
NEXA has a record of successful project finance 
in aerospace, having completed securitisations for 
major programs such as FAA ADS-B and Iridium 
Aireon.  
     In the Advanced Air Mobility space, NEXA 
has been active since 2017. In 2021 alone, NEXA 
secured many tens of millions of dollars in working 
capital for client companies in the sector, advised 
investors on SPAC formation between Joby with 
Reinvent Capital and facilitated closing of BLADE’s 
partnership with HELIJET.
     And finally, it became the lead investor and 
business launch partner in a novel and patented 
methanol-to-hydrogen fuel cell business for eVTOL 
uses.

     UAM Geomatics Inc., a NEXA subsidiary, 
recently completed a business intelligence study 
called Urban Air Mobility—Infrastructure and 
Global Markets, which provides 25 year market 
and economic forecasts for 84 of the world’s largest 
metropolitan areas.  
     The market intelligence also provides global 
geo-coded information and big data analytics to 
accelerate city-by-city UAM development and 
investment.  UAM Geomatics is the GO-TO AAM 
business analytics and economic impact analysis 
firm for cities, states and provinces, including 
Ohio, North Carolina, Arkansas, Nevada, British 
Columbia, Ontario, and others. 
     Prior to NEXA, Michael spent about 20 
years as partner or national director with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Arthur Andersen LLP, 
AT Kearney and Booz Allen Hamilton.  He is also a 
successful serial entrepreneur. 

MICHAEL DYMENT
MANAGING PARTNER, NEXA CAPITAL PARTNERS

‘IN 2021 ALONE, NEXA 
SECURED MANY TENS 
OF MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS IN WORKING 
CAPITAL FOR CLIENT 
COMPANIES IN THE 
SECTOR’
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TEARA FRASER

REX ALEXANDER

FOUNDER, ISKWEW AIR

Making this industry accessible to everyone will be crucial to its 
success. Which is why the work Teara does at Iskwew (pronounced 
ISS-KWAY-YO) Air, to involve the indigenous communities of Canada 
in conversations about advanced air mobility, is so important.
     Teara was the first indigenous woman to launch an airline in the 
country and serves as a BC Executive Committee Member of the 
Canadian Advanced Air Mobility consortium (CAAM), of which 
Iskwew Air is a founding member. She also founded the non-for-profit 
Indigenous LIFT Collective, where she launched Give them Wings 
(Indigenous Youth Taking Flight). 
     Iskwew is a Cree word for woman and chosen to celebrate women 
and an act of reclamation of womanhood, matriarchal leadership 
and language.Iskwew Air is building bridges between traditional air 
services and the sustainable technology of the future - advanced air 
mobility. 
     It imagines women-identifying, non-binary and indigenous people 
leading in this innovative space, and earlier this year launched its 
Aircraft Maintenance Organisation (AMO) wing of the company to 
help increase the representation of women in aviation and aerospace.

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT, FIVE ALPHA

Having amassed more than four decades as a rotary wing and 
fixed-wing pilot, as well as an A&P technician in commercial, 
general and military aviation, Rex has become an internationally-
recognised subject matter expert and thought leader in this space.
     He specialises in advanced air mobility infrastructure in 
support of helicopter and eVTOL aircraft and is the founder and 
president of Five Alpha, which is a global aeronautical society 
focusing on vertical lift infrastructure education, research and 
development. 
     Rex also serves as an infrastructure advisor to the Vertical 
Flight Society, and is currently the chair of the National Fire 
Protection Association’s Standard for Heliports and member 
of the ASTM International F38 Committee Vertiport Working 
Group.
     He is often lending his insights and expertise at various 
industry events across the world, and at eVTOL Insights, we 
appreciate hearing some of his thoughts during our Clubhouse 
discussions every Thursday. 
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DAVID 
ROTTBLATT
VP BUSINESS OF
DEVELOPMENT, 
EVE AIR MOBILITY
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     Eve Air Mobility was the first independent 
company created from EmbraerX and looking 
back on 2021, the team can be extremely proud of 
what they have achieved. 
     The company says its eVTOL aircraft represents 
a simple and intuitive design that continues to 
reach development milestones. The first flight of 
the engineering simulator and proof of concept 
was completed in 2020.
     In June 2021, Eve announced Halo, the British 
and US helicopter provider, as its launch customer 
with an order for 200 eVTOL aircraft. Deliveries 
are expected to start in 2026 and the agreement 
was regarded at the time as one of the first 
international eVTOL operator partnerships of its 
kind.
     Eve has followed that up with multiple 
partnerships with other companies all over the 
world and ended 2021 by confirming its joint 
business merger with Zanite Acquisition Corp. 
This includes letters of intent for up to 1,735 
eVTOL aircraft, which is believed to be the most in 
the industry to-date.
     Additionally, Eve is working with the UK’s Civil 
Aviation Authority on a ConOps for integrating 
air taxis and eVTOL aircraft into the country’s 
airspace. This includes journeys from London 
City to Heathrow Airport, with stops in between. 
It worked on a separate ConOps with Airservices 
Australia and another ConOps that David’s team 
has been leading globally will be coming out 
soon. Finally, Eve launched urban air mobility 
simulation flights in Rio de Janeiro in November. 
     David previously led business development for 
EmbraerX and has been a commercial fixed wing 
and helicopter pilot for more than 18 years, which 
will enable him to continue playing a key role in 
Eve’s continued growth for the foreseeable future.

‘LOOKING BACK 
ON 2021, THE TEAM 
CAN BE EXTREMELY 
PROUD OF WHAT 
THEY HAVE ACHIEVED’
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    Dawn was ever-present in the advanced air mobility 
market in 2021 and continues to make significant 
contributions to help raise the profile of this wonderful 
market.
     She is a licensed attorney, an U.S. Air Force veteran 
and founder and Chief Executive Officer of P3 Tech 
Consulting, connecting people who have a passion 
for advanced tech platforms with the plans, programs, 
policies and information they need to succeed.
     Dawn was a recipient of the Women to Watch in UAS 
(Leadership) Award in 2019 and the ambassador for 
the 2021 programme, which recognises those making 
significant contributions to the unmanned aircraft 
systems market.
     As an internationally recognised expert on 
unmanned aircraft systems and advanced air mobility 
law and policy, Dawn was part of a panel discussion 
featuring some of the industry’s most influential women 

on how to make advanced air mobility a success.
     Her endeavours in the drone law, regulatory 
and policy arena include roles as a consultant for 
multiple aerospace companies, legal columnist 
for Inside Unmanned Systems and Inside GNSS 
magazines, guest contributor to DroneLife.com, 
her Dawn of Drones podcast and conference 
planner for InterDrone, as well as strategic 
partnerships and leadership roles in multiple 
aerospace, drone education, non- ]profit and 
media-related companies organizations. 
     Additionally, she is also an aerospace and 
defense contributor to Forbes.com and hosts 
her popular Clubhouse room ‘Drone Law 
Connections’ every Thursday and at eVTOL 
Insights, we’ve really appreciated her continued 
influence and leading conversations on key 
industry topics.

DAWN ZOLDI
CEO, P3 TECH CONSULTING
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‘DAWN WAS
EVER-PRESENT 
IN THE 
ADVANCED 
AIR MOBILITY 
MARKET IN 2021’
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IAN VILLA
COO & CO-FOUNDER, 
WHISPER AERO
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     Ian is Whisper Aero’s COO and Chief Product 
Officer. He co-founded Whisper with Mark 
Moore, recognised in last year’s inaugural Power 
Book, to harness the power of air more cleanly, 
quietly and efficiently than ever before. 
     At Stanford University, Ian earned his B.S. 
and M.S. in Aeronautics and Astronautics. While 
there, he performed CFD research at the Farhat 
Research Group and aerodynamically tailored 
Stanford’s best-performing solar car, ‘Luminos’, 
which placed 4th in the World Solar Challenge 
2013.
     Ian’s career in electric aviation began in 2017 
as Uber Elevate’s seventh member when he 
was recruited away from Northrop Grumman 
Advanced Design by Moore and Jeff Holden. 
He quickly rose through the ranks by leading 
Elevate’s aircraft partnerships and eventually 
became Head of Strategy and System Simulation 
in 2020.
     The next generation, ultra-quiet propulsive 
technologies he and his new team are now 
building at Whisper will revolutionise electric 
aircraft from drones, to eCTOL and more to 
enable the future of flight at scale. Amongst 
the team, Ian is responsible for transforming 
Whisper Aero’s vision into seamless execution 
and ensuring the team’s talents are able to shine.
     Ian continues to drive thought leadership in 
the space. He’s an admin of the ‘eVTOLs and 
Flying Taxis’ club on Clubhouse and occasionally 
participates in our weekly news room. His steady 
upward progress has landed him on the 2022 
Forbes 30 Under 30 list, so we’ll definitely be 
keeping a close eye on Ian in the years to come.

‘THE NEXT GENERATION, 
ULTRA-QUIET PROPULSIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES HE AND 
HIS NEW TEAM ARE NOW 
BUILDING AT WHISPER 
WILL REVOLUTIONISE 
ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT’
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SERGIO CECUTTA
PARTNER, SMG CONSULTING

     Sergio has continued to be a great source of information for 
the advanced air mobility market in 2021, spearheading multiple 
research projects to help others understand its complexities. 
     He is a partner and the co-founder at SMG Consulting, an 
aerospace, defense and autotech consulting firm, where he leads 
the advanced air mobility practice and oversees strategy, product 
management, market analysis and business development for a 
diverse client portfolio of companies across the world. 
     SMG Consulting created an Advanced Air Mobility Index which 
is a rating tool which lists the eVTOL aircraft developers and 
assesses their progress towards the delivery of a certified product at 
mass-scale production. 
     Initially starting with 14 companies, the list has grown to now 
include 24 and additional information features a table of funding, 
the number of orders to-date and potential launch cities. As the 
market continues to grow, we look forward to receiving more 
updates from Sergio in 2022 and beyond!

ROB WIESENTHAL
CEO, BLADE URBAN AIR MOBILITY

     Blade ended 2020 by announcing it was going to be 
publicly listed on the NASDAQ as it planned to bolster the 
company’s growth in the urban air mobility market. 
     Fast forward 12 months and Blade has enjoyed another 
year of progress. In January, it partnered with Ross Aviation 
in New York state to build a vertiport in Westchester County, 
and became Beta Technologies’ first passenger service 
customer - by ordering 20 eVTOL aircraft with deliveries 
starting in 2024.
     Blade began trading on the NASDAQ in May and in the 
same month, announced it would utilise 30 of Wisk’s eVTOL 
aircraft for short-distance routes between its network of 
terminals throughout the USA. 
     With an additional 60-strong order from Eve Air Mobility, 
Blade finished the year by acquiring exclusive rights to offer 
scheduled helicopter flights operated by Helijet in Canada and 
across the US Pacific Northwest region. 
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    Starr leads the planning, development, and 
execution of NASA’s Advanced Air Mobility 
National Campaign, or AAM NC series. The 
National Campaign conducts flight tests of an 
experimental AAM ecosystem made of innovative 
electric vertical take-off and landing or eVTOL 
vehicles. 
     Along with the vehicles, this ecosystem also 
includes infrastructure and airspace management 
technologies in the context of increasingly complex 
safety scenarios enabled by automation. To scale 
these operations, the National Campaign will be 
evaluating the evolution of closed loop automation 

between vehicle operations, infrastructure gaps and 
airspace service providers to get to a UML-4 level 
of operations in a relevant environment prior to 
industry operating in a UML-4 environment. 
     The National Campaign involves a broad range 
of industry, government, and community both 
domestic and international. Ginn has 25 years of 
experience conducting one-of-a-kind flight tests. 
Starr has a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Cal State Northridge
and Master of Science Degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of California Los 
Angeles.

STARR GINN
AAM NATIONAL CAMPAIGN LEAD, NASA
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‘STARR LEADS 
THE PLANNING, 
DEVELOPMENT, 
AND EXECUTION 
OF NASA’S 
ADVANCED 
AIR MOBILITY 
NATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN’
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     Supernal launched in November 2021 to take 
Hyundai Motor Group’s future mobility vision 
forward. An evolution of the Group’s Urban Air 
Mobility Division, Supernal plans to launch its first 
commercial flight in 2028 and scale operations as 
the market and public acceptance begin to grow in
the 2030s.
     As CEO, Dr. Jaiwon Shin is responsible for 
building the company’s strategic and operational 
direction. Before joining Hyundai Motor Group, he 
led the Aeronautics Research Mission Directorate at 
NASA.
     While at the U.S. space agency, Dr. Shin oversaw 
a programme to lead many new aeronautics 

research initiatives, such as supersonic X-plane, 
electrification of aircraft, UAS traffic management 
and urban air mobility.
      He currently serves as an appointed member of 
the U.S. DOT’s Drone Advisory Committee, a cross-
sector panel that advises the FAA on safety efforts to 
integrate unmanned aircraft systems into the United 
States airspace system. 

DR. JAIWON SHIN
CEO, SUPERNAL & PRESIDENT, HYUNDAI MOTOR GROUP

‘AS CEO, DR. 
JAIWON SHIN IS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR BUILDING 
THE COMPANY’S 
STRATEGIC AND 
OPERATIONAL 
DIRECTION’
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    Ricky is the Founder and CEO of small. (Six 
Miles Across London Ltd) a design-led, deep 
and green technology group building a Zero-
Emission Mobility (ZEM) ecosystem. It is currently 
transforming cities across the UK and disrupting 
existing mobility sectors across road, rail and air.  
      The group includes Urban-Air Port©, which 
designs, develops, manufactures and distributes 
sustainable transportation products around the 
world as Infrastructure-as-a-Service solutions. 
     Ricky has more than twenty years’ experience 
at some of the world’s most advanced and cutting 
edge design and technology companies, including 
over sixteen years at Foster + Partners, as one of the 
youngest equity Partners, with extensive experience 
on large scale urban transformation programmes. 

     They include one of Europe’s largest construction 
projects in the centre of Stockholm – Project 
Slussen, major sustainability driven airport 
developments across the UK and Middle East and 
most recently, innovative infrastructure solutions 
including the UK’s first net zero charging station for 
electric vehicles in Braintree. 
      Recognised by the UK Government’s Research 
& Innovation (UKRI) fund and the UK’s Business 
Energy Industrial Strategy (BEIS) Dept, responsible 
for new, clean tech industry advancement, Ricky 
led his team at Urban-Air Port© to secure a £1.2m 
UK Government grant for funding the worlds first 
off-grid, fully electric airport. He has also forged 
pioneering relationships with leading UK cities and 
major global brands, including Supernal.

RICKY SANDHU
FOUNDER & CEO, SMALL.

POWER BOOK 2022

‘RICKY HAS 
MORE THAN 
TWENTY YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE AT 
SOME OF THE 
WORLD’S MOST 
ADVANCED AND 
CUTTING EDGE 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
COMPANIES’
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DUNCAN
WALKER
CEO, SKYPORTS

     Skyports continues to have a positive impact 
on the future of landing infrastructure for eVTOL 
aircraft. Duncan’s insight and knowledge on what 
needs to be done to achieve this has made him a 
real thought leader on this important topic.
     Since launching the world’s first full-scale 
passenger air taxi vertiport with Volocopter in 
Singapore in 2019, Skyports has secured significant 
partnerships all over the world as it plans to design, 
build and operate these vital facilities. 
     Examples include working with Eve Air Mobility 
in Asia-Pacific and the Americas, and Brent Cross 
Town in London, as well as SEA Milan Airports in 
Italy and LAZ Parking in the USA. Additionally, it 
is working with Malaysia Airport and Volocopter 
to conduct a feasibility study on vertiport 
development in the Asian country and in May, it 
announced exciting plans as part of a consortium 
to establish Ireland’s first passenger and cargo 
vertiport.
     As well as infrastructure, Skyports has also 
played a leading role in providing drone delivery, 
surveillance and inspection. These technologies 
have been crucial in enabling COVID-19 testing 
kits and samples to be delivered back and forth 
from remote locations in the UK. It also enabled 
Royal Mail to become the UK’s first parcel carrier to 
deliver mail to an island in a 70-mile, out-of-sight, 
autonomous flight to the Isles of Scilly.
     Duncan has 20 years of commercial real 
estate experience, which will undoubtedly prove 
invaluable as the first locations for vertiports 
are chosen ahead of the first passenger-carrying 
services launching. 

POWER BOOK 2022

‘SKYPORTS HAS 
SECURED SIGNIFICANT 
PARTNERSHIPS ALL 
OVER THE WORLD AS 
IT PLANS TO DESIGN, 
BUILD AND OPERATE 
THESE VITAL FACILITIES’
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HANS-GEORG KINSKY

SEYED MOHSENI

CEO, CYCLOTECH

CEO, SAMAD AEROSPACE

     Austrian startup CycloTech aims to make individual air 
transport as normal as driving a car – opening the sky for 
everyone. Based on the Voith-Schneider-Propeller principle, 
well proven in maritime applications worldwide, the company 
is developing a new, sustainable, highly maneuverable and 
environmentally accepted propulsion solution for the 21st 
Century.
      Since Hans-Georg joined in 2016, CycloTech transformed 
into a propulsion systems technology company with 25 
employees. Within five different rotor generations, CycloTech 
improved the performance and robustness of the CycloRotors 
to be able to integrate them on a flight prototype to prove its 
VTOL ability. 
     In August 2021, CycloTech celebrated the successful free 
flight of its 83kg flight demonstrator and since then, it has 
conducted more than 100 successful flights. The company 
intends to mature the technology and will offer a new way of 
flying to the upcoming second wave of eVTOL vehicles.

     Like many companies in this year’s Power Book, 2021 was also 
a year full of notable milestones for SAMAD Aerospace, which is 
developing a range of eVTOL aircraft for civil aviation use.
     First, it saw the successful hover test of its unmanned VTOL 
aircraft, before moving to its manned version and this year, the 
company will commence the first full transition VTOL flight test 
and design and build of the production prototype of its Starling 
Cargo.
     Additionally, SAMAD Aerospace confirmed it was 
beginning the certification process of its eStarling cargo aircraft 
in September and working with Aerosud Aviation on its 
development and manufacture.
     Dr Seyed Mohseni is a serial entrepreneur who has founded a 
number of successful businesses with his academic background 
in Aerospace Engineering Design. He holds an MSc in 
Aerospace Propulsion and an MBA and doctorate in Gas Turbine 
Technology from Cranfield University in the UK.
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    Throughout his extensive professional career in 
aviation, Corvin was accompanied by one idea: 
Make flying possible for everyone! As a pilot, he 
enjoys the freedom to fly on a regular basis and this 
inspired him to put his vision into reality. 
     Since July 2019, Corvin and his team of industry 
experts at Skyroads (former D3 Technologies AG) 
have been working on building the roads of the sky. 
Its mission is to build an automated system that 
enables safe and efficient scaling of advanced air 
mobility. 
     In 2021, Skyroads realised important 
development milestones well ahead of schedule, 
demonstrating the first prototype Traffic 
Management System (UTM System) on an airfield 
in Southern Germany.  
     The company built strategic partnerships with 
ecosystem partners including Manta Aircraft, 
Flynow Aviation, Walle Mobility, CAPS, Deep Blue 
Aviation, Amazilia Aerospace, Varon Vehicles, 

departments of the Technical University of Munich 
(TUM) and the German Armed Forces University. 
     It also became a member of the Canadian 
Advanced Air Mobility Consortium (CAAM) 
and joined Supernal’s Airspace Management 
Consortium to develop the industry’s airspace 
operating environment.
     Skyroads is now heading for its Series A financing 
round, which will see the Skyroads System installed 
in a unique flight test area and used by a number of 
air vehicle developers.   

CORVIN HUBER
CEO, SKYROADS

‘CORVIN WAS 
ACCOMPANIED 
BY ONE IDEA: 
MAKE FLYING 
POSSIBLE FOR 
EVERYONE!’

Thanks a lot Jason Pritchard for the 
opportunity to share Skyroads’ Progress 
in this years’ eVTOL Insights’ Powerbook. 
We hope that our inclusive approach 
will convince many of you to join us in 
creating air mobility, serving human 
needs in a sharing and kind world.
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     Mariya is a UAM advisor with a traditional 
Engineering education, passion for STEM 
volunteering and outreach as well as a background 
in Art and human-centred Design. 
     Her first degree was Product Design gained from 
Central Saint Martins College, the University of the 
Arts London. It made her always want to explore the 
aspects of Design and Technology where exciting 
innovation brings both together. 
      Her most recent Masters of Aerospace 
Engineering degree from the University of 
Manchester, on the other hand, helped her 
better understand the difficulties as well as the 
opportunities one can find in the aviation industry. 
It also led to Mariya getting involved in shaping 
the fast-developing and very promising Urban Air 
Mobility industry set to revolutionise the ways in 
which we live and travel. 

     Through her numerous involvements in the field, 
ranging from market research to flight testing and 
eVTOL implementation scenarios development, 
Mariya is now leading Flight Crowd, an open Urban 
Air Mobility community set to educate the public 
on the topic of vertical mobility and inspire future 
generations to consider a career in UAM. 
      Mariya believes 21st Century Aerospace 
professionals should aim to shape a safe, sustainable, 
and inclusive future of mobility and transportation, 
and is very excited about the potential benefits that 
UAM and other future flight technologies will bring 
to the world.

MARIYA TARABANOVSKA
CO-FOUNDER, FLIGHT CROWD

‘MARIYA BELIEVES 
21ST CENTURY 
AEROSPACE 
PROFESSIONALS 
SHOULD AIM TO 
SHAPE A SAFE, 
SUSTAINABLE, AND 
INCLUSIVE FUTURE 
OF MOBILITY AND 
TRANSPORTATION’
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MICHAL ILLICH

KERISSA KHAN

CEO, ZURI

INNOVATION LEAD,
FUTURE FLIGHT CHALLENGE UKR&I

     In early 2021, Zuri’s founder Michal Illich brought the 
company out of stealth mode and shared his vision with 
eVTOL Insights on how its aircraft can help change the way 
people experience on-demand, door-to-door, mid-range 
flights. 
     After growing frustrated at the excessive waiting times 
experienced during a flight from Czech Republic to Croatia, 
Illich decided to work on creating an aircraft which could 
offer millions of people a quicker way of travel.
     It is developing a three- to four-seater model which is 
capable of transporting passengers and cargo distances of 
more than 600km. It uses a combination of lithium cells and 
a biofuel-enabled turbine generator, travelling at speeds of 
between 250-300km/h.
     Progress is moving along nicely. Zuri released video 
footage of its technology demonstrator completing the first 
hover test in November and closed out a successful financing 
round worth €1.3 million, taking the aircraft to its next phase 
of development. We look forward to seeing how the team 
gets on in 2022!
 

     The Future Flight Challenge is the UK national programme developing 
the future aviation system for eVTOL vehicles and other novel aircraft. 
     It is investing £300 million in research and innovation to transform 
how we connect people, transport goods and deliver services, using 
advanced air mobility, regional aircraft and drones, with electric and 
autonomous technologies.	
     Kerissa provides thought-leadership on future flight and leads the 
strategic direction of the Future Flight Challenge. She is an aeronautical 
engineer and technical expert in complex and integrated aerospace 
systems. 
     She is also a member of the Council of the Royal Aeronautical Society 
and the UK Trade Organisation for Aerospace, Defence, Security and 
Space Advanced Air Mobility Group.
     She has developed the 2030 Vision and Roadmap for Future Flight, 
highlighting how the future aviation environment will operate with 
eVTOLs and other aircraft, and critical milestones players in the future 
flight ecosystem should work towards. 
     Leading innovation at the forefront of the third aviation revolution, 
Kerissa is focused on creating and demonstrating the future aviation 
system that can reduce environmental impact and better serve 
communities.
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CLEM 
NEWTON-
BROWN
FOUNDER & CEO, SKYPORTZ

     Clem has pioneered the development of an 
ecosystem in Australia, which will enable advanced 
air mobility to reach its full potential in the country. 
Of all the vertiport aspirants in the world, Skyportz 
is the only one to assemble and release the locations 
of property partner sites in capital city, suburban 
and regional locations. 
     This clear path to commercial operations has 
resulted in Electra.aero signing up as the first 
OEM to launch in Australia utilising the Skyportz 
network.
     Clem does not have an aviation background. His 
focus is on the landing infrastructure, rules and 
regulations and property industry partnerships to 
establish a network of sites. He is pursuing both 
the common good of the industry as well as the 
Skyportz network which will be able to be used by 
all air taxi entrants to the Australian market.
     His career in property, town planning, tourism, 
law and politics is an unusual mix. However, it is 
perfect for the task of generating the regulatory 
environment to enable change and then having the 
property pieces in place to move quickly when the 
time is right. 
     Skyportz has been agitating for change since 
supporting the Victorian Government’s bid for 
Melbourne to become one of the first air taxi hubs 
in the world. Clem spends much of his time on 
Federal and State committees and industry working 
groups advancing the case for Australia to be a 
leader in the infrastructure space.

‘HE IS PURSUING BOTH 
THE COMMON GOOD 
OF THE INDUSTRY 
AS WELL AS THE 
SKYPORTZ NETWORK’
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DELI ZHAO

JOSHUA PORTLOCK

FOUNDER & CEO, HT AERO

CO-FOUNDER & CTO, ELECTRO.AERO

     HT Aero, the Guangzhou-based urban air mobility 
company backed by Chinese electric vehicle manufacturer 
XPeng, announced at the end of last year that it had 
secured $500 million in funding as part of a Series A 
Funding round.
     Also known as Huitan, HT has developed multiple 
eVTOL prototypes dating back to at least 2013 and 
completed thousands of test flights. Its most recent model 
is the fifth generation, all-electric X2 which is a two-seater 
multicopter with speeds of about 80 miles per hour and a 
range of 35 minutes. 
     It aims to target the individual consumer market, as 
opposed to air taxis, and plans to begin operating its first 
flying car by 2024. Occupants can control each flight with 
‘one-key start, one-key return, and one-key landing’, while 
the aircraft will perform ‘intelligent autonomous flight 
route planning’, by comprehensively evaluating factors 
including surrounding buildings, no-fly and restricted 
areas, and weather conditions. 
     Along with EHang and Autoflight, China’s presence in 
this industry continues to grow.

     CTO and Co-Founder of Electro.Aero, Josh has over a 
dozen years of experience developing and commercialising 
electric propulsion and autonomous systems. He is an 
entrepreneur and robotics engineer who has specialised in 
electric propulsion technologies. 
     Josh co-founded Electro.Aero to help safely propel the 
sustainable aviation industry, through developing and 
commercialising electric charging systems for aircraft 
development partners, including electrical management 
systems and other propulsion sub-systems. Josh also 
founded the SAE AE-7D committee for aircraft charging 
standards in 2018 and continues to contribute to the 
development of these standards as the committee Chair.
     Josh is an Australian innovation leader of 
multidisciplinary design optimised aerodynamics, 
electric propulsion and control systems. He has been 
recognised in Anthills Top Smart 100, nominated as 
Young Manufacturer of the Year and won Curtin Alumni’s 
Innovation Award.
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    Wisk is probably the only company in the urban air 
mobility market which plans to bring eVTOL aircraft 
to New Zealand, so it was great to hear news earlier 
this year that they plan to implement the first-of-its-
kind transport trial for autonomous eVTOL aircraft 
in the country.. 
     Before joining Wisk, Anna held senior 
management roles in the public and private sectors 
working across Australasia and served as a consultant 
to boards, governments and the aviation sector. Anna 
is currently the independent Chair of the Electricity 
Retailers’ Association of New Zealand and sits on 
the board of the New Zealand United States Business 
Council and New Zealand International Festival of 
the Arts. 
     New Zealand has so much potential for the market 
and Anna’s involvement in the Asia-Pacific region 

has really helped to spread awareness of Wisk’s self-
flying eVTOL aircraft, Cora.
     An experimental model was displayed at 
Christchurch’s Take Charge event in April, which 
celebrated the city’s move towards e-transport. 
Thousands of people turned up to see Cora up close 
and speak to the Wisk team. 
     Speaking during one of our podcast episodes, 
Anna told us how it was a great success with lots 
of attendees coming over to talk about the idea of 
autonomous travel and what it could look like in 
future. 
     Wisk has even begun working with the Māori 
tribe Ngāi Tahu, businesses and communities of 
interest and place. The company has started to build 
some solid foundations in the country, and we can 
only expect them to grow stronger in 2022.

ANNA KOMINIK
ASIA-PACIFIC REGION DIRECTOR, WISK

‘ANNA’S 
INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE ASIA-PACIFIC 
REGION HAS 
REALLY HELPED 
TO SPREAD 
AWARENESS OF 
WISK’S SELF-
FLYING EVTOL 
AIRCRAFT, CORA.’
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